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Metis and the Cultivation of Local Sentiment
—— A Sociology of Knowledge Study of Place-based

education in M Village, Qiandongnan, Guizhou Province

LIU Meng-wei' ZHUANG Chen-yan’
(1. Teaching and Research Department of Society and Ecological Civilization , Party
School of Chongging Municipal Committee of CPC( Chongqing Institute of
Administration) , Chongqing 400041 ; 2. School of Ethnology and Sociology,
Minzu University of China, Beijing 100081)

[ Abstract | Rural hollowing-out and insufficient endogenous development momentum are major
challenges facing rural development today and are, to a considerable extent, associated with the weakening of
villagers’ local sentiment. Existing studies have focused mainly on school curricula, local teaching materials,
and institutionalized education, while paying insufficient attention to how communities draw on everyday life to
conduct place-based education and cultivate local sentiment through knowledge acquisition. Drawing on the
sociology of knowledge and James C. Scott’ s concept of metis, this study takes the place-based education
program organized by returning youth in M Village, Qiandongnan Miao and Dong Autonomous Prefecture,
Guizhou Province, as a case study. Based on participant observation and in-depth interviews, it examines how
community-based place-based education cultivates children’ s local sentiment through local knowledge. The
findings show that the locality, practicality, and openness of metis enable place-based education to become
embedded in the village life-world. Through practical experience and interactions within and beyond the
community, local knowledge is internalized and creatively transformed, thereby fostering children’ s
attachment to the natural environment, identification with local culture, and sense of community belonging.
Through sustained participation, local knowledge is gradually transformed into local sentiment. This study
extends the application of metis to community education research, reveals the concrete process through which
knowledge and sentiment become interconnected in community-based place-based education, and provides
practical insights into the creative transformation of traditional culture and the endogenous development of rural
communities.

[ Key words| Place-based education; Community education; Local sentiment; Metis; Qiandongnan

Miao and Dong Autonomous Prefecture
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