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High-Quality Development Pathways for Community Colleges

from the Perspective of Grid—Based Governance

Based on the Governance Experience of American Community Colleges

Zhong Mantian, Luo Zhimin

(Jiangmen Polytechnic, Jiangmen 529090, China)

Abstract: Community colleges in China are currently undergoing a critical transition from scale expansion to connotation—based development, urgent-

ly requiring governance models and high—quality development pathways suited to the demands of a new era. Grid—based governance, as an innovative par-

adigm emphasizing unit division, resource integration, and clear delineation of responsibilities, provides significant theoretical support and practical guid-

ance for governance innovation in community colleges. Based on the theoretical framework of grid—based governance, this study systematically reviews and

compares the development models and governance mechanisms of community colleges in China and the United States. It delves into the practical experience

of American community colleges in organizational structure, decision—making mechanisms, talent cultivation, and social services under the grid—based

governance approach. In light of the existing challenges in China’ s community colleges such as an imperfect governance system, insufficient resource inte-

gration capacity, and a lack of service precision, the study proposes systematic pathways for achieving high—quality development. These include scientifi-

cally constructing a grid—based governance framework , optimizing the talent cultivation system, strengthening social service functions, and improving poli-

cies and support mechanisms. The study aims to provide theoretical insights and practical guidance for the structural optimization and capacity enhancement

of community colleges in China, thereby contributing to the building of a learning—oriented society and the improvement of the lifelong education system.

Key words: Grid—based governance; Community colleges; High—quality development; U.S. experience; Development pathways
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