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The Formation Logic of the Seniors Digital Gap and Community
Education Empowerment

ZENG Xun', LAN Jingsha®

(1. Department of Education, Henan Normal University, Xinxiang 453007,
2. School of Foreign Languages, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu 610101, China)

Abstract: In the process of digital technology deeply integrating into social life, the elderly
population faces an increasingly prominent digital gap issue. Its significant intergenerational
differentiation characteristics persistently constrain the digital inclusive development goals advocated in
the "14th Five—Year Plan" National Informatization Plan. Therefore, supporting the effective integration
of the elderly into digital society constitutes a critical issue that urgently requires resolution in advancing
the construction of Digital China. This study is grounded in the era background of deep integration
between aging and digitization. Systematically, from four key dimensions: individual characteristics of the
elderly, social support, market mechanisms, and intergenerational interaction, the paper deeply analyzes
the generative logic and evolutionary pathways of the elderly digital gap. Based on this, this paper focuses
on the unique bridging mechanism of community education. By analyzing the advantages of community
education in multi—stakeholder collaboration, resource integration, and curriculum practice, it further
demonstrates the feasibility of community education in bridging the elderly digital gap. Building on this
foundation, three implementation pathways for community education to assist the elderly in overcoming
the silver—haired digital gap are proposed: 1) Improving the educational support system through multi—
stakeholder collaboration; 2)constructing a smart education platform by integrating resources; and 3)
enhancing the elderly digital literacy through innovative curriculum.

Keywords: digital gap; the elderly; community education; digital equity; intergenerational
differentiation; digital literacy
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