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Current Situation and Characteristics of Learning Consumption of the Elderly
in the Context of Silver Economy
—Research on Mixed Methods Based on Explanatory Sequential Design

ZHOU Cuipingla , ZHU Yi*, WEI Zhihui"
(1. a. Shanghai Municipal Lifelong Learning Monitoring Research Center
b. Development Research Department, Shanghai Open University, Shanghai 200433
2. Shanghai Sanda University, Shanghai 201209, China)

[ Abstract] Learning consumption of the elderly is a significant component of the silver economy. To grasp the current situation
and characteristics of the learning consumption of the elderly in China, a questionnaire survey and semi-structured interviews were used
to investigate the learning consumption behavior of 2,783 older adults, and in-depth interviews were conducted with 20 older adults.
The study found that nearly 70% of the elderly spend between 100—599 yuan per month on learning consumption; more than half of
the elderly expressed willingness to pay for courses they enjoy, and the amount of monthly willingness to spend is between 100—599
yuan ;men showed a higher willingness to spend on learning than women and the learning consumption decreased significantly among
older adults aged 75 and above. It is of great practical significance to grasp the willingness and characteristics of the elderly to learn and
consume for the accurate and differentiated supply of high-quality and convenient learning services and products, and to promote the
development of silver economy.

[ Key words]learning consumption; behavioral characteristic; the elderly; mixed methods research
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