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Evolving from Elderly Digital Divide to Al Divide:

an “Emerging” Issue in an “Ageing” Society

SUN Yongjian

( School of Journalism and Communication Nanjing University Nanjing Jiangsu 210023 China)

Abstract: Against the backdrop of the deep integration of aging and intelligence the elderly intelligence
divide has emerged as a structural challenge that must be addressed in China’s strategy for actively re—
sponding to population aging. Unlike the digital divide among the elderly during the Internet era the eld—
erly intelligence divide is more profoundly manifested in the elderly’s understanding of artificial intelli—
gence their access to the intelligent ecosystem human-machine interaction and multiple social conse—
quences forming a new type of differentiation mechanism that is increasingly prominent but difficult for
individuals to recognize and cope with in the intelligent era. However existing research still faces short—
comings such as a lack of empirical support for grand theories an unclear understanding of the relation—
ship between Al and the basic survival of the elderly blurred boundaries between the intelligence divide
and the digital divide generalized treatment of Al technology types and a binary opposition between tech—
nological burden and empowerment. Looking ahead research on the elderly intelligence divide should a—
chieve breakthroughs in solidifying empirical foundations developing localized theories shifting to a hu-
man-machine symbiosis perspective segmenting Al application scenarios and focusing on intelligent social
governance thereby providing continuous theoretical reflection and policy inspiration for the construction
of an elderlyHriendly intelligent society in the process of Chinese modernization.

Key words: the elderly intelligence divide; aging communication; high-quality population development; re—

search review
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