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The Impact of Digital Literacy on Labor Force Participation Among Young-
Old Adults

SUI Dangchen, LYU Xinyan

( School of International Business, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710119, China)

Abstract: The participation of young-old adults in the labor market is a crucial strategy for leveraging human capital among older individuals
and proactively addressing population aging. Using data from the 2020 wave of the China Family Panel Studies (CFPS) and employing a
Probit model, this study examines the impact of digital literacy on labor force participation among young-old adults. The findings indicate that
improvements in digital literacy significantly enhance labor force participation within this demographic. Mechanism analysis reveals that digital
literacy fosters labor force participation through at least three channels: strengthening social capital, enhancing social recognition, and facilitating
family entrepreneurship. Additionally, the impact of digital literacy exhibits heterogeneity, with stronger effects observed among younger cohorts
of young-old adults, men, those who are unmarried, and individuals with rural household registration. Therefore, it is essential to establish and
improve mechanisms for developing digital literacy among young-old adults, comprehensively enhance their digital competencies, and further
narrow the digital dividend gap across different socioeconomic groups. Furthermore, policies should be refined to safeguard the labor participation
rights of young-old adults.

Key words: digital literacy; young-old adults; labor force participation; active aging; development of older workforce resources
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